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building bridges to the outdoors

“It's out there where trees don’t care what race you are,
but they still share their shade; water doesn’t care
what kind of income level you come from, but it still
provides life; and believe me mosquitoes don't really
care who you are, they still suck your blood.”

- Juan Martinez, Youth Coordinator, Building Bridges to the Outdoors

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet
www.sierraclub.org/youth
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Washington State Commission on

African American Affairs

African American Legislative Day 2008
February 4, 2008

Youth Caucus Program for grades 6 to 12, 9:00 a.m. to Noon, Saint Martins Pavilion

Doors Open at Saint Martins 9:00 a.m.

Emcee Welcome 9:30

Ms. Deontrae' L. Sherrard
2008 Ms. Washington Plus America

Spoken Word by Khatsini Simani

Call to Order 9:35
James Hampton, City Year

Youth Caucus 9:40 to 11:00
Stuart Elway, Elway Research

¢ Presidential Caucus video

¢ (Caucus discussion and table voting
e Electoral College video

e Caucus discussion

o Final Presidential voting

Lunch 11:00 to 11:30

Dance Performance 11:40
DASH Center for the Arts Dance Co.

Buses load and leave for Olympia Noon
All-Ages Rally at the Capitol 12:30

All-Ages Rally 12:30 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. on the Capitol Steps in Olympia

Master of Ceremonies Oscar Eason, Jr., Chair

Invocation Rev. Dennis Payne

Black National Anthem “Lift Every Voice and Sing”

Introductions Commission on African American Affairs
Remarks Rep. Eric Pettigrew, D-37" District
Remarks Ron Sims, King County Executive
Remarks Sen. Rosa Franklin, D-23" District
Keynote Address Governor Chris O. Gregoire

School buses load and leave for home at 1:15 p.m.



Special Thanks to our sponsors for their generous financial support for
African American Legislative Day 2008
e Comcast
Pfizer Pharmaceutical
Eli Lilly and Company
The Sierra Club
The United States Forest Service
State Farm Insurance
Tabor 100
The Northwest Institute for Leadership and Change
Starbucks Coffee Company
Costco
¢ Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
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Special Thanks to these Organizations for supporting the Youth Program
¢ Elway Research
e David Elafalan of Elfalan Computer Consulting
¢ |som Taylor of Ujima Consultants
e Reco Bembry and Bembry Consulting Services
e James Hampton, Blia Lee, Gayatri Eassey and the AmeriCorps
volunteers of City Year
e Ms. Deontrae' L. Sherrard, 2008 Ms. Washington Plus America

Thanks to our other supporters
¢ A. Phillip Randolph Institute
Afragenesis Radio
African American Prosperity Partnership
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
Business Week
Central Area Chamber of Commerce
Center for Multicultural Health
Community Leadership Coalition & Alliance (CLCA)
Comprehensive Health Education Foundation
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
Prince Hall Community Development
Saint Martins University
Tabor 100
The Breakfast Group
The Bremerton Branch of the NAACP
The Facts Newspaper
The Masons and Eastern Stars of Fred U. Harris Lodge #70
The Office of the Education Ombudsman
The Seattle Branch of the NAACP
The Seattle Medium, Tacoma True Citizen, and KRIZ/KZIZ Radio
The Skanner Newspaper
The Tacoma Branch of the NAACP
The Tacoma Ministerial Alliance
The Tacoma/Pierce County Black Collective
The Urban League of Metropolitan Seattle
The Washington State Patrol
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority

® @ © @ o @ o @ ©o © o @ @ © o ©o ©o © ©° © o © © ©° 0o o



Thanks to these organizations for their support with transportation and promotion

Allen A.M.E. Church, Pastor Warren Freeman

Ebenezer A.M.E. Church, Pastor Dennis Payne

First A.M.E. Church, Pastor Carey Anderson

Follow the Light Koinonia Church, Elder Joseph Palmer

Full Gospel Pentecostal Federated Church

Goodwill Missionary Baptist Church, Pastor Gary L. Tyson
Greater Trinity Missionary Baptist Church, Pastor Paul Stoot
Mount Zion Baptist Church, Pastor Samuel B. McKinney
Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church, Pastor Robert Manaway
The Tacoma Ministerial Alliance and its member churches

Thanks to these bus captains for generating attendance

Viesta Morris

Beverly Barfield Lucas

Dr. Charles Horne
DeCharlene Williams

Rev. Dennis Payne

Elma Horton

Bishop Gary L. Tyson
Georgia McDade

Bishop Lawrence Robertson

Myron Leffall
Rev. Paul Benz
Rev. Paul Stoot
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Verlene Jones

Thank you Event Volunteers!

Ada Daniels

Alisha Gregory

Athena Lock

Barbara Johnson

Betty Howell Gray
Bobby Greene

Brenda Moore

Carolyn Ross

Cheryl Simms-Jones
Christina Johnson-Conley
Christina Tuner
Cynthia Morris

David Anderson

Diana Hines

Dominic Catalano
Gerita Cochran

Harold O. Phillips

Heidi Henderson-Lewis

Vanessa Amandla Vassall

Henry "Hank" Sheegog

Jacqueline Jefferson
Jamie L. Brazier
Jennifer Ferguson
Jermerica Brown
Jerome Wilson
John Parks

Joy Eicholtz

Julius W. Brown Jr.
Kathy McCurty
Kelvin "Ray" Jones
Kirsten Watts
Leona Pointer
Marguerite Jones
Maria Flores

Mary Green

Mattie Lou Bell
Mike McDuff
Nakeyva Oliver

Rashad Norris
Rhonda Coats
Ritza Reese

Ron Williams
Shamone Allen Stephenson
Shirley Bivens
Shirley Burns
Sidney Clark
Stephanie McGriff
Thelma Jackson
Thomas Carter
T'wina Franklin
Valerie Robinson
Wanda McRae
Wanda Wilder
Wendy Carter
Willy Akins

Vandy Smith



Pacific Northwest Region Forest Service
Your National Forests in Oregon and Washington

We Support the Washington State
Commission on African-American Affairs

Legislative Day

Migratory Bird Day, Ridgefield Wildlife
Refuge — WA State School for the Blind.

For more information, contact Rudy V. Edwards, Puget Sound
Community Liaison 206-605-7116, website:
http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/mbs/

or

Terry Durazo, Civil Rights Program Manager, at 360-891-5000,
website: www.fs.fed.us/gpnf

USDA Forest Service is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
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College Bound Scholarship

Background

Gov. Chris Gregoire’s Washington Learns
report recommended scholarships and
support for low-income students to increase
educational attainment and prepare more
citizens for family-wage jobs and careers.

In response to that charge, the 2007
Legislature established the College Bound
Scholarship (Senate Bill 5098). The
governor and Legislature allocated $7.4
million to pay for the first two years of the
program, beginning in 2012.

The scholarship also is aligned with the
state’s 2008 Strategic Master Plan for
Higher Education, which calls for stepped
up efforts to make college more affordable
and accessible as a way of raising
educational attainment.

Washington currently ranks 32" nationally
in the percentage of low-income students
participating in post-secondary education.
Within 10 years, these students will
represent 33 percent of the high school
graduating class. Without intervention, 72
percent of the 28,000 seventh graders in
low-income families are unlikely to even
aspire to college, let alone enroll.

Eligibility
The scholarship is aimed at helping seventh-
and eighth-grade students in low-income

families plan for and afford a college
education. It is guaranteed for all students
who apply during their seventh or eighth
grade year and continue to meet all
eligibility criteria until they graduate from
high school.

This year’s eighth-grade students must apply
by June 1, 2008. This year’s 7" graders have
until June 1, 2009 to apply. Currently, an
estimated 56,000 students are eligible to
apply for the scholarship.

Requirements
To receive the scholarship, students must:

*  Submit a College Bound
application/pledge during their seventh-
or eighth-grade year:;

*  Graduate from a Washington high
school or home school and apply for
admission at an eligible Washington
college or university;

= Maintain a cumulative 2.0 grade point
average;

»=  Meet the family income requirements at
the time of graduation (65 percent or less
than the state’s median family income);

= Not be convicted of a felony throughout
middle and high school; and

* Be a Washington resident.

Foster youth are automatically eligible to
apply.

917 Lakeridge Way SW - Olympia, WA 98504-3430 - 360-753-7800 - www.hecb.wa.gov




College Bound Scholarship
Income Eligibility

If Then
the number of people | your 2006 family income must
in your family is: be equal to or less than:
2 $25,400
3 $31,800
4 $38,300
5 $44,700
6 $51,100
7 $57,600
8 $64,000
sk peaos $6,500

Funding

The 2007 Legislature allocated $7.4 million
for the program, which will pay for the first
two years of college for this year’s eighth
graders, and the first year of college for this
year’s seventh graders.

The legislation directs that the funds be
invested in the state’s Guaranteed Education
Tuition program (GET) and held in trust by
the HECB.

An estimated 4,200 College Bound students
are expected to fulfill all requirements and
receive the initial scholarship in 2012.

Using the College Bound
Scholarship

The amount of the scholarship will be based
on tuition rates at Washington public
colleges and universities, and can be used at
any approved college or university in the
state — including private two- and four-year
schools and many approved independent
colleges and universities and private career
schools.

The College Bound Scholarship will cover
the amount of tuition and fees (plus $500 for
books) that is not covered by other state
financial aid awards.

The scholarship is intended to fill the gap
between the State Need Grant and the actual
cost of college, while also offering a
measure of certainty for younger students
who would otherwise fear they won’t be
able to afford college.

The student can receive up to four years of
funding, but must use the scholarship within
five years of high school graduation.

Scholarship recipients are not guaranteed
admission to a particular school, and must
still apply and be accepted into college.

To Apply

Students can apply online at:
www.hecb.wa.gov/collegebound, or request
paper applications using the contact
information below. Applications are also
available at middle schools. Eighth graders
MUST apply by June 1, 2008. Seventh
graders have until June 1, 2009 to apply.

For more information: 1-888-535-0747, or: collegebound@hecb.wa.gov

917 Lakeridge Way SW - Olympia, WA 98504-3430 - 360-753-7800 - www.hecb.wa.gov




Call an Education Ombudsman!

113
Are you We are neutral, independent, and
concerned about | confidential. We will:

- J
your child’s = Listen to your concerns about

education?” your child’s education.
Provide information.

Help you explore your options
and problem solve.

Who we are:

The Office of the Education Ombudsman

(OEOQ) Is an agency within the Governor's
Office.

OEO provides information regarding K-
12 public education.

OEO helps resolve conflict between
families and educators.

OEO makes recommendations to policy
makers.

OEO promotes family and community
involvement and equity in education for
the academic success of K-12 public
“Are you unsure school students in WA State.

about what to do

next to help your

child succeed in
school?”

“Are you having
difficulties with your
child’s school?”

The Office of the Education Ombudsman is here to help.
Call Toll-free 1-866-297-2597 | www.waparentslearn.org

OEO Seattle | 155 NE 100 St., Ste 210 | Seattle, WA 98125 |
OEO Olympia | 1110 Capitol Way S, Ste 304 | PO Box 40004 | Olympia, WA 98504 |




Make your voice heard through the newly formed

BLACK PoLICY FOUNDATION

Officers:
= Chairman, Ray Miller
=  Amy Bates, Vice Chair
= Jackie Jones Hook, Treasurer
=  Candince Wilder, Secretary
= Tutrecia Giles, Assistant Secretary
. Parliameniarian. Oscar Eason, Jr.

At-large board members:
= Dr. Carl Gibson, Wanda Stewart Wilder, and Al Nurse

The purpose of the BPF is to unify community organizations to advocate for the Black community,
and to educate policy makers and elected officials on behalf of the Black community.

Link your organization to this vital mission:

An advisory council of community-based organizations, churches, professional/membership
groups, and advocacy organizations is now being formed. To align your organization with the
BPF, contact Ray Miller for more information at 206-579-0901 rmiller101@comcast.net.

ATIONALYOUTHCONGR
25000 Youth Served

5,000 youth engaged in youth leadership
development activities

1,500 internships and job shadow opportunities
provided

25 youth and young adults received educational
awards for college

Build youth voice capacity for over 50 cities
across America

Partnered with over 500 youth development and
recreation agencies

Received over two million dollars in public and private support  J

Distributed stipends and temporary employment to over 5,000 youth

JOIN US IN OUR NATIONAL MISSION TO SERVE YOUTH

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.NATIONALYOUTHCONGRESS.ORG
OR VISIT OUR MYSPACE PAGE AT GROUPS.MYSPACE.COM/NATIONALNYC



